Interventional ultrasound in Europe.
"Interventional ultrasound," defined as any diagnostic and therapeutic procedure performed under ultrasound guidance was first introduced in Europe, where its early development took place in Vienna, in Copenhagen, in Italy and in Switzerland. However, many of the applications of interventional ultrasound have been based on important pioneer work using other less-suitable needle guiding methods from the pre-ultrasound era. The European contributions to "interventional ultrasound" have especially been in the development of new puncture equipment, in the dissemination of various biopsy techniques, and draining procedures and, more recently, in the development of many different tissue-ablation techniques. The above contributions, which are outlined in this historical review, have, together with significant contributions from the rest of the world-not least from the United States and Japan-created a most efficient diagnostic as well as therapeutic tool for the benefit of our patients.